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1X1 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 14 Jul 2000 . 

□ This action is FINAL. 

IS Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed 
in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 

A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to expire 2 month(s), or thirty days, whichever 
is longer, from the mailing date of this communication. Failure to respond within the period for response will cause the 
application to become abandoned. (35 U.S.C. § 133). Extensions of time may be obtained under the provisions of 
37 CFR 1.136(a). 

Disposition of Claims 

IS Claim(s) 1-28 is/are pending in the application. 

Of the above, claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

IS Claim(s) 1-28 is/are allowed. 

□ Claim (s) is/are rejected. 

□ Claim (s) is/are objected to. 

□ Claims are subject to restriction or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

□ The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on is Cfepproved disapproved. 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d). 

□ All □ Some* □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) . 

□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

*Certified copies not received: 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e). 

Attachment(s) 

IXLNotice of References Cited, PTO-892 

TJI Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 

□ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152 


— SEE OFFICE ACTION ON THE FOLLOWING PAGES — 


U. S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTO-326 (Rev. 9-95) 


Office Action Summary 


Part of Paper No. 


Application/Control Number: 09/334,475 
Art Unit: 1761 

DETAILED OFFICE ACTION 

The specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to 
determine the presence of all possible minor errors. Applicant's cooperation is 
requested in correcting any errors of which applicant may become aware in the 
specification. 

This application has been filed with informal drawings which are 
acceptable for examination purposes only. Formal drawings will be required 
when the application is allowed. 

This application does not contain an abstract of the disclosure as required 
by 37 CFR 1.72(b). An abstract on a separate sheet is required. 

Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of 
the disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 250 words. It is 
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important that the abstract not exceed 250 words in length since the space 
provided for the abstract on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The 
form and legal phraseology often used in patent claims, such as "means" and 
"said," should be avoided. The abstract should describe the disclosure 
sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether there is a need for consulting the 
full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat 
information given in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be 
implied, such as, "The disclosure concerns, " "The disclosure defined by this 
invention," "The disclosure describes," etc. 


The prosecution of this case is closed except for consideration of the above 
matter. 


The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The patents are cited for further teachings of devices 
whose structure is similar to that instantly disclosed. 


Prosecution on the merits is closed in accordance with the practice under 
Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE TO THIS 
ACTION IS SET TO EXPIRE TWO MONTHS FROM THE DATE OF THIS 
LETTER. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 


308-0661. 



thy F. Simone 


Primary Examiner 
Group 1760 
Art Unit 1761 


